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Colliers raises over $6,000 for the Y’s Young Moms Program at Kiwanis Family Centre 
 

-- Employees contribute to raise money towards a brand new kitchen -- 
 
Victoria, January, 2015 – Colliers Victoria have focused their fundraising efforts in support of 
the YMCA-YWCA of Greater Victoria’s Young Moms Program at Kiwanis Family Centre. 
Employees made individual donations and volunteered to raise in excess of $6,000 towards a 
brand new kitchen for the program. 
 
The local fundraising initiative was led by the Colliers Cares Foundation, Colliers’ not-for-profit 
foundation, created by the staff of Colliers International on Vancouver Island in 2012.  The 
foundation’s primary objective is to identify and support local causes and champion projects for 
these organizations to promote well-being and improve the quality of life within our local 
communities. Collectively throughout Canada, Colliers supports more than 100 local charities. 
 
This year, the Colliers Cares Foundation initiated numerous staff fundraisers to collect 
donations towards a new kitchen for the Y’s Young Moms Program, a project that extended over 
several months.  In addition to internal fundraising, the Foundation also brought local partners 
on board to bring the project to life, including Measure Masters, Nikki Bhalla Design, Gord 
Dalziel & GY Construction, Island Floor Centre, Lansdowne Appliance Gallery, Harbour City 
Kitchens, Colonial Countertops and Double A Painting. 
 
Many of Colliers’ partners were identified as connections through their staff, several of which 
have had experience with these types of projects before. Christina Dhesi, Project Manager for 
the Colliers Cares Foundation, explains “Colliers have established a common sense of trust 
over time with the partners selected, which provided a sense of comfort in the process. The goal 
was to strengthen these partnerships, but also ensure that we had people on board who would 
share our community spirit and excitement in the project itself.  As a part of our overall 
objectives with the Colliers Cares Foundation, we seek to elevate our contributions as much as 
we can and this is achieved through these relationships.” Christina Dhesi believes that projects 
like this also benefit the culture of the Colliers team, “Each volunteer experience has really 
strengthened our office culture, and staff look forward to these events”.    
 
Carrie Spark, a past volunteer for the Y’s Young Moms Program was delighted with the efforts 
of the Colliers Cares Foundation, “No words can truly convey my gratitude for the beautiful 
transformation of the Kiwanis House Kitchen. The Y’s Young Moms Program is blessed due to 
Colliers’ efforts and contributions”. The Young Moms themselves are also thrilled with their new 
kitchen, “The addition of a brand new, clean, and beautiful kitchen has created a positive space 
for people to spend time in together. It provides a space for us to grow, learn, connect with other 
moms, and most importantly eat healthy food!"  
 
The completion of the kitchen has allowed Anne Van Beers, Manager of the Y’s Young Mom’s 
program to invite more families to their cooking groups, and to look ahead to what’s next on the 
program’s agenda, “the kitchen has allowed us to increase registration for our FoodSkills 
Cooking group by several families, because of the improved layout and 2 stoves. A community 
connection has also inquired into the possibility of using the space for a community kitchen. We 



 

have noticed an increase in the young families using the kitchen since appliances are working 
properly. We are in the process of approaching companies for a donation of a dining room table 
and chairs, and have started talking with a local high school to have their wood working program 
build toddler table and chairs for the dining room.” 
 
About Colliers International 
Colliers International is the third-largest commercial real estate services company in the world 
with 15,000 professionals operating out of more than 512 offices in 61 countries. A subsidiary of 
FirstService Corporation (NASDAQ: FSRV; TSX: FSV and FSV.PR.U), Colliers focuses on 
accelerating success for its clients by seamlessly providing a full range of services to real estate 
users, owners and investors worldwide, including global corporate solutions, brokerage, 
property and asset management, hotel investment sales and consulting, valuation, consulting 
and appraisal services, mortgage brokerage and research. In 2014 The International Property 
Awards recognized Colliers International with three awards; Best Property Consultancy, Best 
Property Consultancy Marketing and Best Property Consultancy Website in Canada. 
 
For the latest international news from Colliers International, visit colliers.com/news or 
follow us on Twitter: @collierscanada 
	  
About the Y’s Young Moms Program at Kiwanis Family Centre 
The Y’s Young Moms Program at Kiwanis Family Centre is a supported housing program for 
young women and their child. Each family has their own self contained unit, and trained staff 
support them with life skills training, individual and group counselling and support, employment 
assistance, positive parenting techniques and skill development to help them transition to safe, 
long term housing with their child.    
 
The Y’s Kiwanis House Community is a place where women and children feel safe, supported, 
valued and open to personal and professional growth. 
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